Hovell: Skin-grafting in Mastoid Operations the radical mastoid operation, but naturally one cannot employ the same technique in every case.
The President's method of grafting seems so simple that I intend to try it upon the next opportunity.
Mr. MARK HOVELL.
Most of my cases have been treated by grafting, and therefore I cannot draw a comparison from experience between cases which have and those which have not been grafted. I think success greatly depends on the thinness of the graft. With regard to flattening the surface from which the graft is to be taken, I think the application of a paper-knife or some other straight edge draws the skin tighter and flatter than using the hand.. With regard to accumulations of cerumen and skin, I agree that, as time goes on, the quantity lessens; they are universally present, and it is important that they should be removed.
Mr. HUNTER TOD.
After the very excellent paper of Mr. Marriage, which has been so heartily supported by others, it is difficult to say anything against skingrafting. And yet I would compare the two methods, grafting and non-grafting, for this reason-that I am one of those who in recent years have not made a practice of grafting.
Much depends on the character of the case. Probably those who have taken up grafting as a routine measure started with successes, because they did it first in simple cases. My experience has been among cases nearly all of which suffered from complications. At the London Hospital 10 per cent. of the mastoid operations have accompanying intracranial complications, and most of the patients are illnourished and are not brought to the hospital until they have extensive bone disease. I did not get good results from grafting in my early cases, partly owing to the class of case operated on, and partly, perhaps, sowing to faulty technique on my part; therefore I largely gave it up. In the straightforward complete mastoid operation, without grafting, for chronic otorrhcea, for polypi and middle-ear disease without extensive bone disease, the average duration of time before healing takes place is two to three months; one expects the stitches to be removed within one week, and the patient to be out and about within three weeks. Mr. Marriage, I adm,it, has had quicker results, and I congratulate him on having 99 per cent. of his grafts take successfully.
